
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6080 June 6, 2007 
We need bold action to bring our troops 
home. 

Last month this House had the op-
portunity to take such bold action. We 
had a bill before us that would have 
fully funded a safe withdrawal of our 
troops and defense contractors starting 
within 90 days. This bill also would 
have provided for the social and eco-
nomic reconstruction of Iraq so that 
the Iraqi people could look to their fu-
ture with hope. And it would have sup-
ported diplomatic efforts and multi-
national efforts to restore security in 
Iraq. That plan of action made sense. 

But instead of taking bold action, the 
Congress took the same old action and 
gave the President every single thing 
he wanted in the supplemental spend-
ing bill. There is no timetable for with-
drawal, and the President doesn’t even 
have to hold the Iraqi government ac-
countable for failing to meet the 
benchmarks in the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, every third grader in 
America is being held accountable for 
meeting his or her reading and math 
benchmarks under No Child Left Be-
hind. We are demanding more from our 
8-year-olds than the Iraqi government. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
didn’t send us here to go all wobbly in 
the knees and weak in the stomach 
when the moment of truth arrived. 
They sent us here to stand up to the 
President to end this war, and that is 
what we must do. 

So let us begin to restore the good 
name of the Congress by overturning 
the original authority for the war. Con-
gress didn’t authorize this President to 
use U.S. troops to police a civil war, 
which is what Iraq has come to. 

From here on, there must be one 
benchmark and one benchmark only. 
The orderly, fully funded, and fully 
protected withdrawal of our troops. 
They have done their duty. Now it is 
our time to do our duty for them. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WELDON of Florida addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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IN COMMEMORATION OF D-DAY 
AND HONORING OUR ARMED 
FORCES: PRESIDENT FRANKLIN 
D. ROOSEVELT’S PRAYER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ENGLISH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, for those who question the 

role of religious expression and reli-
gious faith in our national history and 
in our public square, I rise tonight to 
read a nationally broadcast prayer that 
was read on D–Day, June 6, 1944, by 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt as our 
troops landed at Normandy. I am read-
ing this prayer in the House tonight to 
both commemorate this event and to 
honor the men and women of our 
Armed Forces. 

‘‘Almighty God, our sons, pride of our 
Nation, this day have set upon a 
mighty endeavor, a struggle to pre-
serve our republic, our religion, and 
our civilization, and to set free a suf-
fering humanity. 

‘‘Lead them straight and true. Give 
strength to their arms, stoutness to 
their hearts, steadfastness in their 
faith. 

‘‘They will need Thy blessings. Their 
road will be long and hard. For the 
enemy is strong. He may hurl back our 
forces. Success may not come with 
rushing speed, but we shall return 
again and again; and we know that by 
Thy grace and by the righteousness of 
our cause, our sons will triumph. 

‘‘They will be sore tried, by night and 
by day, without rest until the victory 
is won. The darkness will be rent by 
noise and flame. Men’s souls will be 
shaken with the violences of war. 

‘‘For these men are lately drawn 
from the ways of peace. They fight not 
for the lust of conquest. They fight to 
end conquest. They fight to liberate. 
They fight to let justice arise and tol-
erance and good will among all Thy 
people. They yearn but for the end of 
battle, for their return to the haven of 
home. 
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‘‘Some will never return. Embrace 
these, Father, and receive them, Thy 
heroic servants, into Thy kingdom. 

‘‘And for us at home, fathers, moth-
ers, children, wives, sisters and broth-
ers of brave men overseas, whose 
thoughts and prayers are ever with 
them, help us, Almighty God, to re-
dedicate ourselves in renewed faith in 
Thee in this hour of great sacrifice. 

‘‘Many people have urged that I call 
the Nation into a single day of special 
prayer. But because the road is long 
and the desire is great, I ask that our 
people devote themselves in a continu-
ance of prayer. As we rise to each new 
day, and again when each day is spent, 
let words of prayer be on our lips, in-
voking Thy help to our efforts. 

‘‘Give us strength, too, strength in 
our daily tasks, to redouble the con-
tributions we make in the physical and 
the material support of our Armed 
Forces. 

‘‘And let our hearts be stout, to wait 
out the long travail, to bear sorrows 
that may come, to impart our courage 
unto our sons wheresoever they may 
be. 

‘‘And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us 
faith in thee; faith in our sons, faith in 
each other, faith in our united crusade. 
Let not the keenness of our spirit ever 

be dulled. Let not the impacts of tem-
porary events, of temporal matters of 
but fleeting moment, let not these 
deter us in our unconquerable purpose. 

‘‘With Thy blessing, we shall prevail 
over the unholy forces of our enemy. 
Help us to conquer the apostles of 
greed and racial arrogancies. Lead us 
to the saving of our country, and with 
our sister nations into a world unity 
that will spell a sure peace, a peace in-
vulnerable to the schemings of unwor-
thy men, and a peace that will let all of 
men live in freedom, reaping the just 
rewards of their honest toil. 

‘‘Thy will be done, Almighty God. 
Amen.’’ 

f 

HAROLD ‘‘HAL’’ HART 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HARE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
WU) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and passing of a great 
man and a gentleman, Harold ‘‘Hal’’ 
Hart. He was a teacher, a father figure, 
a mentor and friend to thousands 
across Oregon and thousands scattered 
indeed around the world whose lives go 
on as a testament to the goodness that 
Hal instilled in others. 

A resident of Portland, Oregon, for 
most of his life, Mr. Hart lived a life 
that others could only dream of. Mar-
ried to his high school sweetheart, 
Sally, and blessed with five daughters 
and eleven grandchildren, he never 
missed an opportunity to see the good 
in others. Nor did he miss an oppor-
tunity to bring out the best in others. 

An attorney with an unabashed re-
spect for the law, Mr. Hart worked tire-
lessly to mend the shattered lives of 
young people. He was seen by judges as 
the ‘‘go to’’ lawyer when a child was in 
need of help, working pro bono to aid 
countless adoptions, custody cases and 
child support cases. When asked why 
he cared so much and gave so much in 
this cause, he would say that everyone 
has the right to a happy childhood. 

Outside of his professional life, Mr. 
Hart continued to give of himself. The 
founder and coach of Lincoln High 
School’s Constitution program that 
won 13 consecutive Oregon State cham-
pionships, including three national 
championships, and eight top 10 na-
tional finishes, he not only pioneered 
law-related education programs in the 
Portland metropolitan area, indeed, in 
that endeavor he was the Johnny 
Wooden of his field. One of his proudest 
moments, it was said, was when his 
students were given the opportunity to 
present their winning remarks to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, Members of the 
Senate, and to then Vice President Al 
Gore. Hundreds of his students have 
moved into the legal, teaching, govern-
ment and service professions. 

A noted softball coach who estab-
lished girls’ softball at Ainsworth 
Grade School and Lincoln High School, 
Hal Hart was coaching a women’s team 
up to the last week of his life. He was 
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